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Kite, Robin

From: Colbert, Kathie

Sent: Monday, December 14, 2009 1:40 PM
To: Kite, Robin

Subject: Draft Request

Hi, Robin,

Below is the email from Kevin Johnson, member of the 32" Brigade, requesting a special deer hunt. We're
checking with him now
as to appropriate dates (probably a weekend in February, 2010) to include in the draft.

If you need more information, please let me know, OK?
Thanks!

Kathie Colbert

Senator Kathleen Vinehout's Office
608-266-8546

877-763-6636 toll free
sen.vinehout@legis.wi.gov

From: Kevin Johnson [mailto:kevin.johnson@buffalocounty.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 09, 2009 5:05 AM

To: Sen.Vinehout

Subject: WI Soldiers Hunting Proposal

Senator Vinehout,

As a County Veterans Service Officer from your district and a soldier currently deployed in Irag, | am asking for
your help to support an idea that | have that would allow redeploying 32nd Brigade soldiers the opportunity to
harvest a deer once we're back home. My idea is outlined in the following letter that | am sending to all legislators.
Thank you for your time and all you do for veterans in our district and state.

Kevin Johnson
Buffalo County VSO

My name is Kevin Johnson and | am one of the 3,500+ W1 National Guard 32nd Brigade soldiers currently
deployed in Iraq. | have an idea that | think will be a great benefit to the soldiers of this Brigade upon
redeployment in January - we need your help to make it a reality.

| propose that a T-Zone-like deer season be established around the end of January for military personnel
returning from this deployment.

There are several reasons to support this proposal:

The figures | have seen show that the deer harvest numbers are down approximately 29% from last year's
season. We could certainly reduce that gap.

A large percentage of us normally participate in Wisconsin's great heritage of deer hunting and were obviously
unable to do that this year.

Not only did we miss out on participating, we missed an opportunity to provide venison for our families. With the
current state of our economy this could have a large impact on our families as we work to get back on our feet

12/14/2009
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following redeployment.

The state of Wisconsin has done great things for our veterans in the past and continues to maintain a robust
veterans' benefits package. This is an additional opportunity to immediately affect the well being of our soldiers at
little or no cost to the state.

| thank you for your time, support, and consideration of this proposal.

Respectfully,

SGT Kevin M. Johnson
C Co. 1-128th INF

12/14/2009
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1 AN ACT ... relating to: establishing a deer hunting season for certain persons
v

2 serving on active duty in the U.S?/armed forces or national guard.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) establishes
and maintains open and closed seasons for hunting game animalsYincluding deer.
One of the open seasons established by DNR%y rule is anine-day open season for
hunting deer with firearms that begins on thegaturday immediately preceding the
fourth Thursday in’Noyember (regular firearm deer season)Y - Confirues throuah

This bill requires'DNR to establish an,additional seasei for hunting dt‘a;r with
firearms that begins on"February 4,20 10&5@ that ebruary 7, 2010Y Under *
the bill, the additional season is only open for deer hunting by residents of this state
who were outside of this state serving on active duty in the¥J.S. armed forces or
national guard during the regular firearm deer season'that began on November 21,
2009YThe bill specifies that a person who hunts during this additional season must,
upon DNR’s requestYprovide satisfactory evidence to'/DNR that he or she meets the

requirements for hunting during this additional season?

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

3 SECTION 1. Nonstatutory provisions.

soe.
@ (D %‘IUNTING SEASON FOR ARMED FORCES MEMBERS. }(a) In this Asection:
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SECTION 1
1 1. “Department” means the department of natural resourcesY
2 2. “Regular firearm deer season” means the season established by the

3=
@ Jdepartment@ natural resourcey for hunting deer with firearms that began on

4 November 21, 2009.

5 (b) The department‘/shall establish a special season for hunting deer with
_ J ¥ J Chvrhirumes TAro
@ firearms that begins on February 4, 201033nd that @I February 7, 2010. The
7 season shall be open for hunting deer only to a person who is a resident of this state
8 and who meets all of the following requirements:
9 1. The person was outside of this state serving on active duty in thé/ U.S. armed
10 forces or national guard during the regular firearm deer season.
11 2. The person, upon the request of the department{ provides evidence
12 satisfactory to the department\{hat he or she meets the requirements under subd.
13 1.J
14 (END)
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Kathie Colbert:

This draft establishes a‘/four day deer hunting season beginning on February 4, 2010
for members of the U.S. armed force a%né\tlonal guard who were outside of this state
on active duty during the regular

had originally requested that this ag_
Brigade of the Wiscon at onal guard 'As we discussed, I drafted this proposal more
broadly so that this 55' season is ope to an (‘éactlve duty armed forces or national
guard member who nussed the regular@=day ‘séason because the member was outside
of this state during that season. If the draft limits the season to hunting by only
members of the 32nd Brigade and not to other armed forces members and national
guard members, the proposal could possibly be challenged as a violation of the equal
protection clause of the U.S. Constitutior™and the related provisions of thé"Wisconsin
Constltutlon

I have in u a pr0v1s1on in this draft that requires a person who hunts during this
special day seasor’to prov1de evidence of eligibility to hunt during this season if
requested to do so by DNRY Is this provision consistent with your intent? v

Please let me know if you have any questions with regard to this draft.‘/

Robin N. Kite

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-7291

E-mail: robin.kite@legis.wisconsin.gov
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hunting season in Novembe@éOOQ’ You ¥
eason be open only to members of the 32nd
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December 16, 2009

Kathie Colbert:

This draft establishes a four-day deer hunting season beginning on February 4, 2010,
for members of the U.S. armed forces and national guard who were outside of this state
on active duty during the regular nine-day deer hunting season in November 2009.
You had originally requested that this four-day season be open only to members of the
32nd Brigade of the Wisconsin national guard. As we discussed, I drafted this proposal
more broadly so that this four-day season is open to any active duty armed forces or
national guard member who missed the regular nine-day season because the member
was outside of this state during that season. If the draft limits the season to hunting
by only members of the 32nd Brigade and not to other armed forces members and
national guard members, the proposal could possibly be challenged as a violation of the
equal protection clause of the U.S. Constitution and the related provisions of the
Wisconsin Constitution.

I'have included a provision in this draft that requires a person who hunts during this
special four-day season to provide evidence of eligibility to hunt during this season if
requested to do so by DNR. Is this provision consistent with your intent?

Please let me know if you have any questions with regard to this draft.

Robin N. Kite

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-7291

E-mail: robin.kite@legis.wisconsin.gov
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Basford, Sarah

From: Sen.Vinehout

Sent:  Tuesday, December 22, 2009 10:58 AM
To: LRB.Legal

Subject: Draft Review: LRB 09-3991/1 Topic: Special deer season for national guard members

Please Jacket LRB 09-3991/1 for the SENATE.

12/22/2009



